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ABSTRACT

This report discusses the results of an extensive long-range reversed refraction
profile which traverses the Michigan Basin and the Appalachian Mountains. Particu-
lar emphasis is placed on the attenuation of first compressional wave arrivals and on
crustal-upper mantle structure. Also included are results of a survey on lake bottom
seismic background noise in Lake Superior. Although large signal levels were ob-
tained in the lake bottom, long periods of high background noise indicated that land
based seismographs are superior. Theoretical studies in elastic wave scattering
were made to evaluate the effect of nonhomogeneities on the propagation of elastic
waves, Theoretical development of mode filtering, (previously demonstrated empiri-
cally), is nearly completed. A LASA digital data convertor was designed, constructed,
and put into operation. Two- and three-dimensional seismic ray-tracing techniques
using digital modeling were developed. These techniques enable the seismologist to
determine the effects of lateral inhomogeneities and irregularities in velocity inter-
face on travel time and attenuation of seismic waves.
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COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS OF SE1ISMIC-WAVE PROPAGATION DATA
Annual Report
1 June 1967 Through 31 May 1968

SUMMARY

An extensive long-range reversed refraction profile was obtained in the eastern United
States, This profile traversed the Michigan Basin and the Appalachian Mountains, Close sta-
tion control (25 km or less) over most of the profile permitted detailed studies of travel time
and attenuation anomalies, Crustal and upper-mantle structure was determined along the pro-
file. A mountain-root system similar to the Rocky Mountains was indicated under the Appala-
chian Mountains. A two-layered crust with a high-velocity (7.7 km/sec) lower layer was found
in the Lake Superior area, and a single-layered crust was determined in the Atlantic Coast area.
High upper-mantle Q values (Qa = 1900) for first compressicnal wave arrivals were disclosed
in the Lake Superior area and across the Michigan Basin; considerably lower values (Q X 960)
were indicated farther east, Lower crustal Q's (Qa = 160 and 200) ware found for the two-lay-
ered crust in the Lake Superior area; a considerably higher value (Qa = 870) was determined
for the single-layered crust along the East Coast.

A new method of displaying seismic attenuation and spectral data was developed; it permits
the presentation of the data in three dimensions (distance, frequency, and ground-particle veloc-
ity amplitude). Meaningful and consistent anomalies in the spectrum of seismic waves were
found that could be correlated with variations in the source and in propagation effects.

Theoretical studies in elastic-wave scattering were made to evaluate the effect of non-
homogeneities on the propagation of elastic waves. A general solution was obtained to determine
the scattering of plane waves in an elastic medium by elliptical obstacles. The degenerate case
of a slit (fault) was also computed, Current studies are directed toward evaluating the scatter-
ing effects caused by imperfections or irregularities at a velocity discontinuity on the reflected
and transmitted seismic waves,

A series of seismic recordings was obtained on the bottom of Lake Superior to determine
the nature of the background noise and to check the reciprocity in signal amplitudes of tele-
seismic sources. Previous research had disclosed that shots fired in Lake ”Superior were very
efficient in the coupling of seismic energy. 1f teleseismic sources recorded on the bottom of
Lake Superior had large amplitudes and the background noise were low, consideration might be
given to establishing a permanent station or array for monitoring small distant events, The
results of this investigation disclosed that larger amplitude signals were obtained on the lake
bottom but that the signal-to-noise ratios were no better and in many cases worse than those
obtained on land stations. Long periods of high background noise were encountered on the lake-
bottom seismograph and could be correlated with local meteorological conditions and with water-

wave action, 1




Analysis of travel-time and amplitude data from the SHOAL event at distances of 200 to 1200
km has revealed significant azimuthal variation in velocity and attenuation, Pn travel-time re-
siduals east of the Sierras are negatively correlated with teleseismic P residuals and can be
explained in terms of rather localized velocity variations in the uppermost mantle, Average
apparent Q values were 276 for Pn and 225 for Pg. Higher Q's were observed to the north for
Pn and to the southeast for Pg. These results indicate that explosions detonated in areas of
complex crust and uppr r-mantle structure may be expected to radiate seismic energy in a high-
ly asymmetrical manner.

The mode-filtering techniques developed at the Geophysics Laboratory by optical processing
methods have moved from an empirical basis to a nearly complete theoretical basis.

Given the sampling geometry described in the previous annual report under this contract [1],
it can be shown that filters which are merely opaque and transparent quadrants symmetrically
placed with respect to the origin yield an output which is the sum of the original seisric traces
and those whose phase spectrum has been shifted by 7/2. The use of banded filters of the same
symmetry as above provides (no proof has been given yet) amplitude equalization before (or
along with) the phase shift to further attenuate Rayleigh waves, Of course, the phase shifting
must not be applied to signal components; they must be identified in the Fourier plane and the
fiters applied only to noise patterns in that plane, To dace this technique has been directed to-
ward extracting P-wave signals out of Rayleigh wave noise where signal-to-noise ratios are
frequently less than unity. Plans are being made to extend the technique to include S-wave sig-
nal enhancement,

A digital data convertor for LASA data was designed, constructed, and is operational, It
permits viewing up to 50 data channels directly from a LASA digital tape without the use of a
digital computer. The convertor is a flexible device with either an analog or a digital output,
Wiggly line seismograms or variable-density film records can be readily obtained. An investi-
gation of on-1i-e optical techniques (velocity filtering, beam forming, cross correlation, etc.)
for the detection of significant events is now under consideration. While the system would not be
as versatile and as accurate as the elaborate digital facilities at SAAC, the technique may provide
a low-cost means of viewing LASA data in a routine manner and aid in the selection of events
for more elaborate processing by a digital computer.

A three-dimensional seismic-ray-tracing technique and travel-time computation using digi-
tal modeling is under development; this will enable the seismologist to determine the effects of
lateral inhomogeneities and irregularities in velocity interfaces on the travel times and ampli-
tudes of seismic waves emerging at the surface. The geological model in any or all portions of
the wave path from the source to receiver can be varied, including the underlying structure of an
array. It is anticipated that simulation of the type of anomalies observed at LASA will be possi-
ble. The preliminary results of this investigation have been quite encouraging., Calcomp plots
of the digital computer output are shown for two-and three-dimensional models, The output will

2




also be displayed on a CRT to allow the interpreter to rapidly vary the geological structure.
Also, iterative perturbation of the velocity structure, planned for the computer, will alter the
velocity structure until travel-time data is duplicated.




SEISMIC-WAVE PROPAGATION— ';‘RAVEL TIME AND ATTENUATION
D. E, Willis
1.1, INTRODUCTION
During the past five years, The University of Michigan has participated in a number of
cooperative investigations of the earth's crust, A large portion of this work involved a long-
range reversed seismic refraction profile extending along a line from International Falls, Min-
nesota, to Jacksonville, North Carolina, a distance of approximately 2000 km. The shot location
and recording stations are shown in figure 1, The major shot programs include:

1962 North Carolina Experiment
1963 Lake Superior Experiment
1964 July Lake Superior Experiment
1964 October USGS Shots

1965 ECOOE

1966 EARLY RISE

1965 CHASE III, 700 tons

1965 CHASE 1V, 310 tons

1966 CHASE VNI, 400 tons

The section of the map shown here is from a Calcomp plot made through use of an IBM 7090

computer. All of the geographical features, the shot points, and recording stations were machine

plotted.

In this report we present some of our data on reduced travel times, record sections, and
attenuation, correlating as much of them as possible with the geological environment,

1,2, REDUCED TRAVEL TIMES

In figure 2 the reduced travel times are shown for the 1- and 5-ton shots recorded on the
ECOOE northern profile. An upper-mantle velocity of 8.2 km/sec was used for these computa-
tions. There appears to be considerable scatter on this graph, However, if each station were
separated, it could be seen that the stations located east of the Appalachians group together,
giving an intercept time of approximately +7 1/2 sec, and those over the crest and just west of
the Appalachians group together with an intercept time of approximately 9 to 9.5 sec, This
could be caused by a mountain-root system similar to that of the Rocky Mountains,

Figure 3 shows the reduced travel-time data for the 1- and 10-ton shots of the ECOOE
southern profile and the CHASE III and VII shots, Also included are data from the 1962 North

Carolina shots, The consistency of the smaller residuals at a distance of 400 to 450 km, obtained

at a station located in the Piedmont, is indicative of a thinner upper crust in that region, The
4
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larger residuals at 550 to 650 km again reflect a thicker crustal section under the Appala-

chians,

Figure 4 is a composite of the travel-time residuals of the ECOOE 5- and 10-ton shots
of the northern and southern profiles and the CHASE 1II, 1V, and VII shots, A smaller scale
is used to show the data obtained at distances between 1000 and 2000 km, Of particular interest
in this figure is the apparent increase in P velocity to 8.5 km/sec at distances beyond 1100 km.
A similar velocity increase at comparable distances was noted by other participants of the
EARLY RISE program, This increase in velocity also coincides with a substantial increase in 1
particle-velocity amplitude beyond 1100 km. Across the Michigan Basin the first arrival ampli-
tudes were approximately 10 to 15 dB larger than the signals recorded at The University of 1
Michigan's Botanical Garden Station, located near the southeast rim of the Basin (A = 975 km).

Figure 5 shows the reduced travel times for the shots fired by the USGS in Lake Superior
during the month of October 1964, A series of 1-, 2-, 3-, 6-, and 10-ton shots were fired at
several locations. A crustal velocity of 6.17 km/sec and an upper-mantie velocity of 8,29 km/sec

were obtained.

Figure 6 shows the reduced travel-time data for the EARLY RISE shots which were fired
in Lake Superior and were recorded along the same line as shown in the previous figures.
Many of the same recording sites were reoccupied. An upper-mantle velocity of 8.0 was used
for these computations, A crustal velocity of 6.3 km/sec verifies the results shown in the figure
5. However, a clear 7.7-km lower crustal layer is indicated, (This is illustrated in figure 9.)

Considerable scatter can be seen in the Pn arrivals beyond 700 km. This is due primarily to
the high background noise caused by increased cultural activity across southeastern Michigan,
Ohio, and West Virginia, The evidence for an Appalachian mountain-root system is not as con-
vincing on this profile, The mountains are 1175 to 1360 km from the shot point. The residuals
on the western half of the mountains are smaller than those on the eastern half and those located
just to the east of the mountains, However, the scatter of data closer to the shot point would
cause one to think this anomaly could also be due to scattering., For the shots recorded at
distances of 1500 to 1650 km, the first arrival could not be read accurately. At our most distant
station the signal amplitude was larger even though the background noise was high,

The vertical-component recordings for four shots recorded at the same station are shown
in figure 7, These four individual shots were dubbed onto one magnetic tape, taking into account
zero times of the shots and slight differences in shot-point locations. The times were aligned
so that each shot is within +2 msec at the time of the first arrival, The maximum deviation over
the entire record is +5 msec. The vertical components shown here were filtered on playback
with a 1- to 4-cps passband, which greatly improved the signal-to-noise ratio. The summed
vertical, longitudinal, and transverse components for the four shots are also shown on figure 7.
At this distance it can be seen that most of the arrival energy of the first compressional wave
is recorded on the vertical component, The summing technique (type of array processing) gives
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a 12-dB improvement in signal-to-noise ratio of the first arrival. Such techniques allow a

more accurate determination of the first arrival times.

Figure 8 shows a composite of a section of the EARLY RISE recordings. The details at
this scale are difficult to see; however the increased noise beyond 750 km is quite evident. One
feature particularly interesting is the small-amplitude first arrivals at stations located at 160
to 275 km, This is illustrated more clearly in figure 9. At these distances the high-gain chan-
nels were deliberately used to permit overrecording; this provided better record gains for the
low-amplitude first arrivals. (Figure 9 shows the first arrivals on the vertical component with
the overrecorded later phases omitted. The records are adjusted so that arrivals with a veloc-
ity of 7.7 km/sec are aligned vertically on this section. The first three traces are on the 6.2-
km/sec branch of the travel-time curve. If the record gains used in the field had been set so
the later phases would not be overrecorded, this early arrival would have been very difficult if
not impossible to detect.)

The travel-time data for this reversed profile are shown in table 1.

1,3. ATTENUATION DATA

Figure 10 shows the first-arrival vertical component of ground displacement versus dis-
tance for the EARLY RISE data. Although there is considerable scatter, an average slope
proportional to the inverse 3/2 power of the distance fits these data reasonably well, On the
reversed profile, the ECOOE shots, the 1962 North Carolina data, and the CHASE shots fit more
closely to a curve whose slope is proportional to the inverse third power of the distance. Fur-
thermore, size for size, the shots fired in Lake Superior were more efficient in coupling energy
into seismic waves than the shots fired in the Atlantic Ocean. The signal amplitudes for the
Lake Superior shots ranged from 6 to 18 dB, or a factor of 2 to 8 larger for shots recorded at
comparable distances, A partial explanation for this phenomenon may be that the shots in Lake
Superior (especially in EARLY RISE) were fired at an optimum depth for signal enhancement due
to reinforcement by the bubble pulse (optimum depth between 593 and 607 ft). However, it is
believed that Lake Superior is an anomalous region for the coupling of seismic energy.

For a clearer interpretation of the attenuation data, isoparticle-velocity maps were pre-
pared from the spectral data of the first compressional-wave arrival at each station. This
technique showed that many of the fluctuations in spectral data persisted from shot to shot where
the station remained fixed and from station to station when the shot point was fixed, These trends
are difficult to follow when the individual spectral curves are examined. Figure 11 shows the
vertical component of the ground-particle velocity for the first three cycles of the first com-
pressional-wave arrival recorded on the EARLY RISE shots. The gap in data from 270 to 380
km occurs where the profile crosses Lake Michigan, The dots correspond to data points (the
values have been omitted for sake of clarity), The particle-velocity amplitudes are contoured
at 6-dB (factor of 2) intervals, These amplitudes correspond to true ground motion, All instru-

ment responses have been corrected out, The spectra of the EARLY RISE shots are strongly
6




p os

vo,'h1
vy/hy
v2/h3
vn/h4
v

Total crustal
thickness

Depth to
high-velocity
upper -mantle
layer

TABLE 1. TRAVEL-TIME DATA

ECOOE ECOOE
(Southern Profile) (Northern Profile) EARLY RISE
2.0/0.48 2.0/1.7 4,75/2.9
6.0/28.7 6.0/25.8 6.2/22.5
---------- 7.7/25.0

8.2/70.0 8.2 8.3/21.6
85  ee--- 8.4

29.2 km 27.5 km 50.4 km

99,2 0 ee--- 72 km
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influenced by the bubble-pulse frequency and the reverberation of the sound waves between the
lake bottom and the surface, The bubble-pulse frequency is approximately 2 cps and would be
in phase at that water depth. The organ-pipe frequencies for constructive and destructive

interference are:

Constructive Destructive
fo =2 cps 2f0 = 4 cps
3f0 =6 cps 4f0 =8 cps
Sfo =10 cps 6f0 =12 cps

7f0 =14 cps

A rather remarkable correlation with these frequencies can be seen on the particle-velocity
highs and lows shown on figure 11, The major peaks along the entire profile occur at approxi-
mately 2 and 5-6 cps. The former coincides with the bubble-pulse frequency and the funda-
mental organ-pipe mode, and the latter coincides with the third harmonic. A high can also be
correlated with the fifth harmonic. The particle-velocity lows correlate quite well with the second
and fourthharmonic, wheredestructive interference should occur. Aparticle-velocity low at all
frequencies can be seen near the crossover point (160 km) of the 6.2- and the 7.7-km/sec branch-
es of the travel-time curves, Unfortunately, the Pn cross overpoint falls near that section of
Lake Michigan where we have no data. One other predominant feature should be pointed out. A
pronounced particle-velocity high occurs at approximately 885 km. This same high was ob-
served at a group of four stations located near Anna, Ohio, at the same distance. The latter
area is 150 km southwest of the main profile and is an area where small earthquakes have been
recorded in the past. The cause of this large amplitude is not known. It may possibly corre-
late with a cusp in the travel-time curves, Its buildup is observable at seven stations.

Figure 12 shows the isoparticle-velocity map for the 1963 Lake Superjor south line. This
profile was obtained by two crews which changed sites each night, They recorded nine different
shots along a line perpendicular to the center of the line of shot points, The particle-velocity
highs correlated well with the bubble-pulse and organ-pipe modes that would cause reinforce-
ment, The predominant signal along the entire profile is 4 cps, which correlates with the first
odd harmonic of the organ-pipe mode, The sharp decrease in particle-velocity amplitude at
160 to 170 km correlates with the data on the EARLY RISE shot made at the crossover point on
the travel-time curve from the 6.2 to 7.7 branch,

In order to investigate the attenuation of a seismic wave, using the type of data shown in
this figure, an equation of the type

-n 'afjxl

A=A X e (1)

ij oj i

was employed. It accounts for geometrical spreading (n) and for the absorption (@) of the seis-
mic waves, Aij represents the particle-velocity amplitude for the i-th shot and the j-th frequency:

8




Aoj represents a constant assumed to be independent of distance but dependent on the j-th fre-
quency. X.l represents the distance from the seismometer to the i-th shot: and fj is the j-th

frequency.

To derive equation 1, we begin with

-af.X. R
A =A2x"e 1 {‘
ij ij i j

and solve for A;)].:

o o:fjx.
AL = AX e 1)
i ij7 i

1f we now let

where M is the number of shots, we have arrived at equation 1. Hence, for each Aij’ an A;)j was
calculated so that a matrix was obtained whose rows (1, 2, , . ., j, . . . , N) represent the N dif-
ferent frequencies, and whose columns (1, 2, ., ., i, . . ., M) represent the M different shot
distances (in increasing order). An average Aoj was found for each frequency across the dis-
tances, by summing the A;)j for a constant j and dividing the sums by M. There are then N Aoj's,
which are in a respect independent of distance. This matrix represents an average spectrum
(Ao/]\)-

Using equation 1 and the computed Aoj’ new Aij's (designated Aij) are computed, which in
general will be different from the original Aij's.

i
tudes in decibels by using the following relationship:

A..(dB)
Aij (in./sec) = 20 loglo—a-m—-

A matrix of residuals (Sij) are formed where

The Aij's and A'j's are converted from particle-velocity amplitudes to the equivalent ampli-

— - '
Sij = Aij Aij
The S ij's are plotted on a graph whose abscissa is the distance and whose ordinate is the
frequency.

Figure 13 shows the summation of the residuals versus the absorption coefficient for values
of n, the geometrical spreading factor, ranging from 0 to 3. The best fit for n and o would cor-
. yields the
smallest residual, However, a value of n = 1,5 would correspond to geometrical spreading due

respond to the residual minimum, For this profile a value of n = 2,5and o = 7 x 10~

3

to head-wave propagation (perhaps a value of n = 2 for these distances). Forn =1.5,a=1%x10"
gives the best fit, 9




In the foregoing discussion we have assumed that the absorption would be proportional to
the first power of the frequency, In order to examine this assumption, residuals were computed
for fp , where P ranged from 0 to 2, The results are shown in figure 14, It can be seen that

fl/z gives the smallest residual at @ = 5 X 1073 for n = 1.0,

Figure 15 shows the reduced isoparticle-velocity residuals after the geometrical spreading
factor and absorption factor have been removed. In this case values of n = 1,0 anda = 1,5 X 10'3
were used, This does not give the best fit from the data shown in figure 14, but it does show the
technique that can be used to help study the anomalous amplitudes encountered along the profile.
The bubble-pulse frequency is indicated by the X's on this graph,

Figure 16 shows the particle-velocity amplitudes for the 150-km site on the ECOOE southern
profile. Most of those data fall on the 6,0 branch of the travel-time curve. The relief or change
in signal here is less than that of the EARLY RISE or 1963 Lake Superior data, One reason is
that the bubble-pulse frequency is below 1.5 cps for all but the two furthest shots and the funda-
mental organ-pipe frequency is above 10 cps for all but the last three shots. The particle-veloc-
ity highs for the last three shots correlate with the bubble-pulse frequency and the fundamental-
mode organ-pipe frequency,

Figure 17 shows the sum of the residuals versus a for n ranging from 0.5 to 3 for the ECOOE
southern-profile 150-km site, The best fit is for n = 0,5 and & = 6 x 10~ 4. Forn=15,a=1x

10”4 would give the best fit.

From data of this type it is anticipated that we will be able to determine the mathematical
expression that will be best suited to predict signal amplitudes versus distance and to make
accurate determinations of crustal and mantle Q's.

10




FIGURE 1. MAP OF SHOT POINTS AND RECORDING STATIONS
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THEORETICAL STUDIES IN IELASTIC-WAVE SCATTERING
I. K. Mclvor

To evaluate the effect of nonhomogeneities on the propagation of elastic waves, a contin-
uing analytical investigation of elastic-wave scattering is being carried out, The initial investi-
gation considered the scattering of plane waves in an elastic media by elliptical obstacles or
cavities. A general solution was obtained, and illustrative numerical calculations were made
for the degenerate case of a slit. It was found that the scattered field exhibited strong direc-
tional selectivity.

The major area of investigation at present is the scattering effect of small imperfections
at the interface of elastic media. A perturbation method has been developed which is applicable
to a wide range of problems. A specific solution has been obtained for the scattering of body
waves by surface irregularities on a half space. The solution is expressed as a surface convo-
lution of a known kernel with the imperfection, Thus numerical results for arbitrary imperfec-
tion shapes are readily obtained. In the present problem the surface displacements and total

scattered energy have been computed for a number of different scatterers.

It is anticipated that the method will be applied to other problems of seismic interest,
including the scattering of surface waves and the effect of imperfections on the reflection and
transmission of body waves at a material discontinuity, Finally, an effort needs to be made to
compare the theoretical results with actual seismic data to see if major structural imperfections

can account for observed anomalies.
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LAKE- BOTTOM SEIS:;VIIC-NOISE STUDIES
D. E. Willis
The series of underwater shot programs conducted in Lake Superior during 1963, 1964,

and 1966 ranged in size from 1 to 10 tons of high explosives and have becn detected at distances
in excess of 2000 km. Underwater shots provide a very efficient coupling mechanism for seis-
mic waves, The increased signal level for a properly tamped water shot can generate ground
displacements that are a factor of 20 or more larger than equivalent shots fired in rock. The
seismic signals generated by these shots in Lake Superior were found to have larger amplitudes
{up to a factor of 8) at comparable distances than equivalent shots fired in the Atlantic or the

Pacific Oceans.

Since the Lake Superior area was found to have an efficient coupling of seismic energy it
was deemed highly desirable to ascertain whether or not there would be any reciprocity in the
recording of teleseismic events; that is, whether seismic sources generated at teleseismic
distances in other areas would cause larger ground displacements in the vicinity of the shot
points in Lake Superior where particularly good coupling was observed, The EARLY RISE
shot point, located near shot point 51 (see fig. 18) of the 1963 Lake Superior Experiment, was

chosen as the site to conduct these tests.

Figure 18 is a map of the portion of Lake Superior that is of interest to this study. The
shot points of the 1963 experiment are shown along with the water depths and contours of the
water depth [2]. The contours are not in complete agreement with the indicated water depths.
The Obenhoff land station located on the Keweenaw Peninsula is also indicated. The dashed
line shown in this figure is the location of a sub-bottom seismic reflection profile made by Dr.
R. J. Wold of the University of Wisconsin, This profile is shown in figure 19,

A pronounced structural high having approximately 350 ft of relief was disclosed by this
profile. This feature is approximately 9 km in diameter and has a more or less flat plateau on
its southeast flank, This plateau was chosen as the site to install a lake-bottom seismograph
since the lake-bottom sediments appeared to be thin, The plateau has a water depth of approxi-
mately 530 to 550 ft,

The lake-bottom seismograph was obtained on loan from Professor Hugh Bradner of the
Institute of Geophysics and Planetary Physics, University of California at San Diego, LaJolla.
A detailed description of this unit may be found in reference 3, The package consists of matched
three- component equiangular seismometers, amplifiers, power supplies, a tape recorder, and
an electronic clock. The following modifications of these units were made to adapt them to the
purposes of this investigation. The high-frequency response of the amplifiers and tape recorder
was extended to 17 cps; the seismometers were tuned to a natural period of 1.1 sec with 0.7
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critical damping: the power supply was modified to provide 13 days of recording time: the
interval clock was modified to provide 1-min and 1-hr time pulses with a 10-cps carrier last-

ing 1 sec and 1 r~in, respectively.

The response of the seismometers used in the lake-bottom unit and the Obenhoff land station
is shown in figure 20, The land-station seismometers (matched three-component) have approxi-
mately 14 dB more output at 1 to 2 cps and 22 dB at 10 cps than the lake-bottom unit.

The lake-bottom seismograph was tethered in the manner shown in figure 21. Nylon line
was used to secure the seismograph, anchor, and buoy. Ample slack was used to reduce the

tuoy motion being transmitted through the nylon line to the seismograph.

The package was emplaced with the assistance of the USCG cutter WOODRUSH and was
operated for three periods during June- August 1967, The times of operation are shown in
table I1.

Very high background noise was encountered on all three drops. Long periods of high
background noise were found that can be correlated with meteorological conditions and with
wave action. This is illustrated in table III and figures 22 and 23. Table III shows the average
seismometer output voltage from the three-component lake-bottom seismograph and the three-
component land-station seismograph at 4-hr intervals for the time period 0800, June 7, to 0800,
June 10, 1967, Also shown is the wind velocity and direction as well as the lake-wave height
and direction. No correction has been made for the difference in seismometer response for the
land and lake-bottom seismographs, so this difference should be kept in mind when responses
at the two stations are compared,

The periods of peak wind velocity and lake-wave height which occur between 0800 and 1600
on June 8 correlate quite closely with the maximum signal levels at both the land station and the
lake-bottom unit, The three lake-bottom seismometers have nearly identical outputs at any
given time. The land-station seismograph displays the lowest levels on the vertical component
and the highest on the east-west component, The prevailing winds could account for the latter.

Figure 22 shows the variation in average background noise at 15-min intervals for the time
period 1000, June 7, to 2330, June 8, The land-station vertical-component seismometer output
is shown. Since the output of the land-station seismometers is 14 to 22 dB greater than that of
the lake-bottom seismometers, it can be seen that the difference in noise levels between these

two sites is quite large,

This slow buildup and decay of background noise was found to be rather common during the
three drop periods. The maximum levels persisted for intervals ranging from several hours

to several days.

Spectral analysis of the average hackground noise for four 1-hr intervals is shown in figure
23. These time intervals include the quiet period prior to the buildup, the maximum noise levels,
and the intermediate levels on buildup and decay. Several significant features can be seen in
29
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TABLE II. OPERATION OF
LAKE-BOTTOM UNIT

First Dro
37E/67

6/15/87

Second Dro
7
7/17/67

Third Dro
8/ 7.767

8/15/61

30

1943 EDT
1630 EDT

1900 EDT
2226 EDT

2045 EDT
0310 EDT
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this figure. The minimum and maximum velocities at 1 cps are indicated for both stations.
The peak ground displacement ranges from 33 to 1500 myu on the lake bottom and from 0.4 to
10 mu on the land station. These stations are located approximately 60 km apart, It can be
seen that the lake-bottom noise is nearly two orders of niagnitude higher than that at the land
station, The lake-bottom noise has three prominent peaks occurring at 0.5, 1,0, and 5.0 cps,
with a pronounced minimum at 2 to 3 cps. The land station has a pronounced peak at 2.5 cps
with a minor peak at 5 cps and a pronounced minimum at 1.6 to 2 cps. The peak on the land

station is centered near the minimum on the lake-bottom station,

Figure 24 shows a similar buildup and decay in background noise on the third drop. The
shapes of the spectral curves are similar to those of figure 23, with the higher frequency peak
occurring at 4 cps. A second lake-bottom seismograph was also used on the third drop. This
unit was a free-fall untethered station that was used to compare background noise with the

tethered unit, No significant difference in sis 1al level was observed.

Shown in figures 25 and 26 are seismograms obtained with both the Lake Superior units
during the Buffalo, New York, earthquake (magnitude 3.9) of June 13, 1967, The bottom trace of
figure 25 is the summed output of the three lake-bottom seismometers and would correspond
to a true vertical component, Two significant facts can be observed on ese seismograms.
Taking into account the difference in response of the seismometer and the difference in record
gains, the ground amplitudes on the lake-bottom unit are larger than those on the land-station
seismograph, The time duration of the event on the lake-bottom unit is a factor of 2 or more
longer than that of the land station, Spectral analyses of this event show a pronounced peak at
1 cps. The important factor in comparing these two recordings is the signal-to-noise ratio as
a function of frequency. This is shown in figure 27, It can be seen from this figure that, although
the signal level on the land station was lower than that on the lake-bottom station, the maximum
signal-to-noise ratio was obtained by the land station.

For comparison purposes the signal-to-noise ratios for this same event recorded at The
University of Michigan's Botanical Garden intermediate-depth well station and at the surface in
Ann Arbor, Michigan, are also shown in figure 27, The superiority of the well recordinz is quite
evident in spite of the fact that the well is not of the proper depth (the surface reflection inter-

ference for the seismometers at a depth of 1206 feet causes a minimum at 2-2.5 cps).

The Denver earthquake (magnitude 5.3) of August 9, 1967, was also recorded by the lake-
bottom and the land seismograph units, The spectral curves and signal-to-noise ratios were
similar to those of the Buffalo earthquake. Pronounced peaks at 1 cps were observed on the
lake-bottom unit.

Numerous quarry shots were also recorded by both units, A striking feature of these local
events was a very sharp spectral peak at 4 cps on the lake-bottom unit. The seismograms dis-
play a pronounced ringing effect that were very dissimilar to the land-station recordings.
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The lake -bottom units and the land-station equipment have been used to record teleseismic
and local events at the Geophysics Laboratory (near Ypsilanti, Michigan). Absolute gignal levels
and the spectral data from both units are in very good agreement, Hence, if the lake-bottom
seismograph "'plant" is not introducing a resonance effect, the pronounced ringing and sharp
spectral peaks for local events probably can be correlated with some sort of water reverberation
effect, Teleseismic events with peak signals below 4 cps do not produce this sharp ringing effect.
However, the distant events recorded on the lake-bottom unit persist for longer time intervals
than on the land station.

It can be concluded that the operation of lake bottom seismographs in Lake Superior would
not be desirable on a permanent basis because of the poor signal-to-noise ratios compared with
those of land stations, because of long periods of very high background noise, and because of the

ringing character of the seismograms,
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SEISMIC RADIATIg)N FROM SHOAL
C. G. Bufe and D, E, Willis

Travel times, amplitude, and particle-velocity spectra for the SHOAL event of 26 October
1963 have been examined for distances to 1200 km and for widely distributed azimuths., A
composite curve of raw travel-time data reaffirms the low Pn velocities previously observed
in the Basin and Range province and yields a crustal thicimess of about 26 km. The travel-
time data was obtained from LRSM, VELA array, USCG, Sandia Corporation, University of
California, University of Michigan, and various volunteer team sources. These data, when
corrected for station elevations, yield a least-square Pn velocity of 7.84 km/sec. Residualsto
this Pn curve have been contoured for distances from 200 to 1200 km and are shown in figure
28, With the exception of the central California and southern Nevada data, these residuals bear
a negative correlation to the mean station residuals obtained by Carder, Gordon, and Jordan

[4] for explosive sources at teleseismic distances, and thus seem to reflect lateral variations

in mantle velocity just below the crust. Paths through Herrin and Taggart's [5] high and low

Pn apparent velocity zones explain the observed residual pattern north and east of SHOAL.

Amplitude data from LRSM, VELA array, Sandia, and University of Michigan stations were
used in a study of the attenuation of Pn at distances of 200 to 1200 km. A/T was found to decrease
as the inverse cube of the distance (A = amplitude; T = period). Residuals from the mean in-
verse cube were measured in decibels and are shown in figure 29, Negative residuals are within
the shaded areas, There is a zone of large positive Pn amplitude residuals in northeastern
Nevada, but generally the first arrivals to the east of SHOAL are lower in amplitude than those
at the same distances to the south and north. Amplitude data from SHOAL and from the Fallon
earthquake of July 20, 1962, contoured by Jordan, Black, and Bates [6] also indicate a pattern
of anomalously high Pn amplitudes in northeastern Nevada and northern Utah,

Two sets of three stations to the north, northeast, and east of SHOAL at distances of 320 and
1100 km were chosen for analysis of particle-velocity spectra. Four of these were portable
stations operated by The University of Michigan and two were LRSM vans operated by the Geo-
technical Corporation,

The spectra of Pn at The University of Michigan's 320-km stations are shown in figure 30.
Dinner Station, Nevada, which is northeast of SHOAL, displays much more energy below 2,5 Hz
than the stations to the north or east. Above 3 cps, Chicken Springs, Oregon (north of SHOAL),
and Dinner Station have particle velocities well above those at Berry Creek to the east, The
maximum P-particle velocities (fig. 31) show a stronger similarity between stations, each peak-
ing at 2.5 cps, although Chicken Springs sees more signal above 3.0 cps than the other 320-km
stations,
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The Pn spectra at distances near 1100 km are shown in figure 32, At all frequencies
shown, the Tres Piedres site to the southeast shows lower amplitudes than the other two sta-
tions. The spectra of maximum P as shown in figure 33 are similar at the three stations, al-
though Shepherd displays a lower signal level between 1 and 2 cps than the other stations., Van
Nostrand and Helterbran [7] have used data from other stations to compute the power spectra
for the SHOAL, HARDHAT, and ""Fallon earthquake' events,
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FIGURE 28, Pn RESIDUALS FROM SHOAL; Pn VELOCITY OF 17.84 km sec
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FIGURE 29. SHOAL P_ AMPLITUDE RESIDUALS IN DECIBELS RELATED
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47




Y N ————

PARTICLE VELOCITY (cm/sec)

Channel 6 Vert.

A=320K SHOAL
" 10/26/63 -dB
10-2 = n 0
P, at Berry Creek, Nev. nesssssssscssssecers
Dinner Station, Nev. -——————
Chicken Springs, Ore. —
1073F - 20
1074} Jo
107 L ‘ 60

1.0 10.0
FREQUENCY (cps)

FIGURE 30. SHOAL Pn PARTICLE VELOCITIES AT 320-km SITES




PARTICLE VELOCITY (cm/sec)

SHOAL
Channel 6 Vert. 10/26/63
A =~ 320 Km e
- Max P at Berry Creek, Nev, seeen
1072 y -0
F Dinner Station, Nev,  e=—ace-
Chicken Springs, Ore.
1073 ~20
1074 du |
\
! \
\
\
2 : A 60
10 1.0 10.0
FREQUENCY (cps)
FIGURE 31. SHOAL PARTICLE VELOCITIES OF MAXIMUM P AT 320-km SITES

49




Tres Piedres, N. Mex. —. —. -
Shepherd, Mont. S oo
Tonasket, Wash. —

1074 —
© -
& 10—
a -
E b—
3 prmare:
" [
3] L
=) -
g L
&
>
m and
5|
e
> \
-6
a 10— \
- \
- \
\
— \
- \
1077 Lo L1 il
0.1 1.0 10.0

FREQUENCY (cps)

FIGURE 32. SHOAL P, PARTICLE VELOCITIES AT 1100-km SITES
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